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To Mucius ScavoLay 


N the deteftation of your political enormities, fuffer me to 

join in the publick voice: But as I can refent your crime 
without any difagreeable emotions, I fhall go cle through this 
addrefs without breathing one anathema on the vile perpetrator. 
Could I poffibly whifper certain truths before fuch an audience as 
you ahdI in our turn follicited, I fhould be inclined to fpare 
you the aggravated diftrefs of this publick inquifition: There 
are ceftdin objects that for the pain they communicate we would 
gladly avoid ; and one of the moft affecting expreffions of mi- 
fery, is that of defeated villainy, in its apprehenfive, creft-falien 
haggard attitude of fupphcation.x———Intoxicated with the dazzling 
idea of patriotifm, and unhappily feduced by the apparent facility 
of eftablifhing or diftinguifhing a character : you boldly embarked 
inthe wretched confederacy ; fome fhare of undesftanding I am 
ready to allow you, to vindicate the propriety of this addrefs : 
You prefently apprehend the moft ftriking features of your cla- 
morous ¢o-patriets : A pretence of zeal for the byes ven fafety 


has for a century drowned the cry for religion and reformation : 
Murmurs 











10 | | The C EN S OR. 
Murmurs and ditcontents however groundlefs, fears and jealou- 
fies however ill founded, are ftill the fuccefsful weapons of tur- 
bulent demagogues, the honeft and illiterate unwarily catch the 
enthufiafm ; ‘ifrut induftrioufly diffeminated among the incon- 
fiderate multitude, naturally awakens their attention ; and when 
thoroughly alarmed with apprehenfions of danger, they fubmit 
to the guidance of any maffaniello to fhun theirimagiaary evils—A 
_man unacquainted with hiftorical facts might probably determine, 
that general difcontent could never prevail without juft provoca- 
tion ; that. the lawlefs ambition of a few could néver diftrut a 
wife and equal adminiftration ; that partizans whofe charaéters 
and defigns at beft were but problematic could never empbroil a 
{tate ; and would be ready to conclude that there were but tran- 
fient vapours which would ‘be difperfed on the firft ray of light-- 
to you Mucius thefe ceafed to be queftionable, you were alread 
apprized that from fuch fermenting mitchief, the curfe cauletote 
had reached the guiltlefs head; the defolated a/tar of the un- 
fufpecting, the beneficent citizen difplayed a monument of moré 
than gothick barbarity. Thus armed capapee you rufhed upon 
the pudlick 3 hypothefis was but timid, rational deduction was of 
flow progreflion, and ill-fuited to the organs of thofe- you 
meant to influence: pofitive affertion and dogmatical pojfition with 
.a valorous attack on Magifiracy, were the direct road to popular 
confidence. ‘To fear God, and honour the King betrayed a po- 
verty of fpirit unworthy fuch generous purpofes ; and to evi- 
dence an infipid, uniprovoking temper of candour and juftice at 
the. crifis of infatuation would but difgrace your abilities, and 
defeat your intentions: The publick ear was already rendered 
perfeétly callous to almoft every fpecies of abufe and detraétion ; 
to be eminent even Leor'/as and Candidus were to be glorioufly 
outdone ; the ebullitions of rancour muft be rendered more in- 
tenfely excruciating by the ingenious fuggeftions of aggravated 
falfhood. Perfon, character, and ftation were the felect. prey 
of this’ matchlefs political vulture : Hitherto the junto had 
raved withémpunity ; the random fhafts of innoxious malice 
were ftill difregarded : The profcribed, the infulted Magiftrates 
* with the fcorn of indignant virtue refufed to chaftife them ; 
fuch generous revenge was truly diftrefiing ; your ambitious 
phrenzy united with indigence led you to court perfecution ; the 
braying patriot was but too fenfible, that unlefs he was fo di/- 
tinguifbed, his pretenfions would be received with every expreftion 
of ridicule : The charattereftic of Americans is to pity the un- 
fortunate without a fcrupulous attention to the /ource of their 
complaints: and it is equally the generous frailty of my country- 
men, implicitly to fwallow the profefians of every fate meet 
; ank : 
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The CENSOR. If 


bank» Mucins was awwate” that a publick defaulter by fuperlas 


tive finefle, and hypecrotical gravity, had flung enormous em- 
bezzlements on the publick charity : Another eminent political 
G <lamator had feafted on the publick bounty ; for reconciling 
the grofleft abfurdities, and eftablifhing to his own fingular emo- 
lument, a beneficial manufadure without 4ands : while others: 
guos nunc prefcribere longum ch, were lifted from .their native 
kennels, and fhine triumphant demagogues in the fubordinate 
departments of the flate : fome noble effort muft therefore 
be made, fome violent affiult on the inflammable paffions of 
the populace ; fome giant enormity muft be committed 
againft government, or Mucivs ScavoLta mutt precipitate with 
the dregs of ineffectual and difappointed sncendiaries. 


Here had you been content to remain, and have dropped the 
curtain over the laft act of demented ambition, you would have 
fpared yourfelf much fevere recrimination ; though the fpirit of 
gentlenefs which governs the pen of the CEeNsor, would rather 
blot than record fuch aggravated follies : Pomponius Atticus ten- 
dered you his golden maxim ‘* engage in no factions,” but the 
confiderations before-cited were irrefiftably perfuafive : You 
boldly launched forth the Quixotte of faction ; the enterprize did 
honour to your execrable talents. The Ofraci/m of Athens, and 
Patalifm of Syracufe were adopted with additional ma/ignity, an 
invidious diftafte to fuperiour excellence, had generally the 
greateft fhare in their pro/criptions ; this might have fome covert 
influence, but was not the actuating principle with you : To ag- 
grandize your character by one illuftrious coup de main, you pro- 
pofed the expulfion of the firft Magifrate, and if virtue confers 
eminence, the firft Citizen from the Chair : Already like a 
towering Colffus you had placed your majeftick foot on fubju- 
gated government. Here let us paufe, and make a few obfer- 
vations inoffenfively attempered to your elegant organs : When 
you have thus induftrioufly embroiled the fate, let us fuppofe that 
you fucceed in your endeavours to remove a faithful fervant of the 
crown, will this compote the general uneafinefs ? Do we not un- 
happily experience that the fermenting choler is prepared to dif= 
charge itfelf on his innocent fucceffion ? Will not the fame prin 
ciple, call it envy, love of liberty, impatience of controul, or by what 
name you pleafe ; which operated in the ftates beforementioned, 
and expelled every citizen whofe fame or power overtoped the 
reft ; will not the fame ruinous principle I fay forever raife ene= 
mies againft the leading member of a ftate, however moderate in 
the exercife of authority ? Would you contentedly ee ¥ a 
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faféty of your perfon and property to an uncontroulable popular 
difcretion ? Is it not therefore prudent and found policy, to 
cherifh and cultivate fentiments of reverence and obedience to 
rulers ; in order to preferve that due fubordination in fociety ; 
without which anarchy muft affured!y enfue ? admitting then | 
that the SoverEIGN by a judicious and temperate exertion 
of prerogatwe, for the general good of the empire, at the fame | 
time religioufly obferving the condition of the charter ; fhould in- 
troduce fome innovation difgufttul to the people, and they by 
their levity, and rebellious difpofition fhould endeavour to 
throw things into confufion: would they not thereby prove 
themfelves totally unfit for any ftate, but that of abfolute 


flavery and fubjection ? 














